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Contact: Dave Dyer, curator, Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum, 406-243-4743, 
dave.dver@mso.umt.edu.
UM ZOOLOGICAL MUSEUM WINS DESIGN AWARD 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana’s Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum has been selected to receive 
first place for design in the Mountain-Plains Museums Association’s 2008 awards.
Designed by curator Dave Dyer and UM dance and media arts senior Johanna Ciampa, the 
museum won the award in the Invitation, Development or Promotional Package category for institutions 
with operating budgets under $250,000.
The museum holds the largest zoological collection in Montana and is one of the major 
collections representing the northern Rocky Mountains. With more than 24,000 specimens of 
vertebrates -  primarily mammals, birds and fish -  the collection provides important resources for 
research, teaching and educational outreach programs.
Begun in the 1890s, the collection contains specimens from as early as the 1860s to the present. 
Philip Wright took responsibility for the museum in 1939 and continued to add specimens until he died 
in 1997. The museum was named in his honor that year.
Today, under the direction of Dyer, the museum continues to grow and move forward as the 
leading zoological collections repository in the region. Located in Room 212 of UM’s Health Sciences 
Building, the museum is open by appointment only. For appointments, call Dyer at 406-243-4743 or e- 
mail dave.dyer@mso.umt.edu.
The design award will be presented during the joint meeting of MPMA and the Association of 
Midwest Museums Oct. 21-25 in Kansas City, Mo. More information about the UM museum is online 
at http://zoologicalmuseum. dbs. umt.edu.
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